
My Summer with FOSC 

Teachers, parents, and kids usually associate summer with lost brain cells. 
However my summer was quite the opposite. My cells grew, and in the best 
way too––in the outdoors, absorbing my knowledge from hands-on experience 
as well as discussion. I never knew that so much information was stored 
throughout my own neighborhood, down to the last madrone seed or the chirp 
of a cedar waxwing. 
 

I not only learned about the 
history embedded in every 
aspect of Oakland but also the 
creek that flows beneath the city 
streets. Going on a walk around the Joaquin Miller Park 
and Dimond Park, and even down Fruitvale Avenue, will 
never be the same for me. The plants, animals, and land 
all grasp at me with familiarity that I never want to let go of. 
Just through the hikes we went on, I was able to 
appreciate my surroundings more. 

 
Everywhere there are signs of the growth the city has been through, including native versus nonnative 
species, or a hybrid between the two, and cultural changes. The Friends of Sausal Creek organization 
itself has expanded over the years, helping to clean up trash and restore the nature around us. Being a 
part of the program gave me more hope for a future where I, too, can impact the world in a positive way.  
 
Overall, it was an enriching experience, with two 
wonderful leaders and a fun group of friends to work 
with. This internship proved to me that everything is 
connected, like walking over ancient pipes on trails 
that follow the patterns of a watershed, winding all 
throughout the hills and city. If this program was a 
blackberry stain, I would hope to rub it into my skin 
more, so that instead of coming out it will spread. 
  
I'm already excited for next summer's interns, who 
will be able to experience the challenging yet fun 
activities that I was exposed to. Some of my 
favorites were transplanting baby plants, including inch-tall sequoia trees, freewriting with the nature 
journalist, learning the names and details that make up many different plant species, painting signs, doing 
restoration projects, learning about insects and birds, hiking, and simply being around a group of people 
who share a common interest with me. I think I'm ready to take on an environmental career now! 
 
--Emily Kim, FOSC 2014 High School Intern 
 


