
A Pollinator Garden on the Bridgeview Trail 
 
 
Do you walk on the Bridgeview Trail? This trail goes along the edge of Dimond Canyon opposite Park 
Boulevard and is bounded on one end by a series of switchbacks that go down from Monterey Boulevard 
and on the other by the end of Bridgeview Drive. As you make your way down the switchbacks at the 
Monterey Boulevard end of the trail, you enter redwoods that were last clearcut just after the great San 
Francisco earthquake in 1906. These trees are 75 years old. Cross the creek on a little stone bridge and 
go up to the trail on the other side. As you walk along, you’ll notice that the redwoods give way to a mixed 
oak/bay laurel forest, heavily infiltrated with invasive Algerian ivy. About a mile later, near the end of the 
trail, you come to a flat meadow. 
 
The pollinator garden is located in what remains of a canyon. During the 1950s and ’60s, the City of 
Oakland used the canyon as a construction debris dump. A mud cap was shoved over the debris, and the 
site was abandoned, except for maintenance of the fire trail. This unnatural meadow, beaten by the sun in 
summer and inundated by runoff from the hills in winter, has been invaded by some of the nastier and 
more aggressive nonnative weeds. Pollinators, like our many species of native bees, butterflies, and 
birds, don’t really use these invasive weeds for food. In fact, many of the grassy weeds are wind-
pollinated, and their pollen is not available for native pollinators. 

 

 
 
And blackberry! Nonnative Himalayan blackberry completely dominates sections of the meadow. Bees 
like the flowers, and people sure like the blackberries, so a decision was made to manage, but not 
eliminate, the blackberries.   
 
Five years ago we began working to create a pollinator garden on this site. 
Why a pollinator garden? As you probably have read, native bees are on the decline. Loss of habitat is 
the principle reason, although diseases of the European honeybee have also crossed over to the native 
bees. 
 

 

This is what the pollinator garden looked like 
when we started in 2011. Invasive grasses, field 
bindweed, wild radish, hemlock, and thistle could 
withstand blazing summers but didn’t provide 
much for bees, butterflies, and birds. 
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European honeybee (not native) 
 

              
 Hairy comb bee (native)                                                  Bumblebee (native) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Metallic green sweat bee (native) 

Native bees are solitary; they do not live in hives. They need pollen to 
complete their life cycle but do not make honey. There are over 4,000 
species of native bees in North America, each with its own natural history 
and food requirements. 

European honeybees are not the same as native bees. 
Honeybees live in hives and make honey. They are 
colonial insects. There are a couple of species of 
European honeybees in the United States.   
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Creating the pollinator garden began in the fall of 2011, although the more successful techniques used 
now were not worked out until 2012. Mulching must take place two years in advance, as it takes at least 
this much time to kill invasive weeds and help break down the impoverished soil. (The city had simply 
pushed a clay cap over the very poor, hard soil of the debris site.) We have now prepped areas for 
planting in the fall of 2017.   
 
To date we have mulched and planted the following areas of the pollinator garden: 

 
Year Dimensions Comments 

2011 Unknown Our first year, didn’t mulch, most plants failed due to a combination of drought 
and poor soil 

2012 20x20 feet First successful area, tough plants survived (mugwort, bee plant, poppies) 

2013 15x20 feet Support of plants with supplemental summer watering led to better survival, but 
some perennials did not survive. A special effort to support ceanothus with 
additional water proved successful. 

2014 20x20 feet Planted in mulched area, better survival, more diverse suite of plants 

2015 15x15 feet Original plantings are self-seeding, began thinning in some of the previously 
planted areas and spreading out successful natives like Douglas iris 

2016 18x20 feet More diverse plantings—more early spring and late fall blooming plants to keep 
bumblebee colonies happy—began spreading out to other areas of the meadow, 
first milkweed planted to attract monarch butterflies. 

2017 20x25 feet Mulched, weed-blocking fabric installed in 2015 to block field bindweed 
infestation, ready to plant in the fall of 2017 

 
Naturally, this much preparation, planting, weeding, and watering takes an army of volunteers. Area high 
schools (Skyline, Piedmont, Fremont, Oakland Tech) have provided us with an assortment of students, 
from clueless but eager to learn to proficient restoration practitioners. Local community groups like 4H 
and CircleK have worked in the rain to plant and weed. BuildOn has supplied tireless teens to whack and 
weed. And our anchor volunteers, Betsy Moses, Kathy Brown, and May Chen, provide garden and insect 
expertise. 
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What kind of flowers can you plant in a pollinator garden? You want to plan so that there is something in 
bloom for practically every month of the year. This way the native bees always have something to feed 
on. Here are photos taken from our pollinator garden’s monthly files: 

 

Silverbush lupine is a spring blooming 
perennial. Blossoms can reach to four feet 
and are quite spectacular. It is loved by 
bees, likes to be on the dry side, seems to 
be deer proof, and also fixes nitrogen. A 
great pollinator garden plant! 
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Goldenrod blooms in late summer to fall. It can 
grow to about three feet and is perennial. It is 
very attractive to insects—we sometimes see 
goldenrod swarming with bees, little flies, and 
butterflies. 

Sticky monkeyflower blooms in the 
summer. It is very attractive to 
hummingbirds. It looks better in the 
summer with a little water but will go 
dormant and then come back if you 
choose not to water. 

Buttercups are perennials that bloom in April 
and May but can keep going for several more 
months. They are low to the ground and actually 
like clay soil. The petals contain starch granules, 
which give them a shiny appearance. 
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If you’d like to include an area for native pollinators in your garden, check out these books: 
 
California Bees and Blooms: A Guide for Gardeners and Naturalists by Gordon W. Frankie and Robbin 
W. Thorp 
 
Attracting Native Pollinators: The Xerces Society Guide to Conserving North American Bees and 
Butterflies and Their Habitat by The Xerces Society and Marla Spivak 
 
Interested in joining us? We work on the first and third Sundays of the month, from 10:00 to noon. 
Come to the end of Bridgeview Drive, park, and walk down the trail. We provide tools, gloves, and 
instruction. Bring water and maybe a snack to enjoy on the trail.   
 
Or just come and visit the pollinator garden! Find out what’s in bloom, and check around for pollinators— 
various types of bees, flies, wasps, beetles, butterflies and birds. 
 
--Kathleen Harris 

Coyote bush blooms late in the year, 
offering bees a last chance for food 
before winter rains and short days set 
in. This plant is dioecious—male and 
female flowers are borne on separate 
plants. 


